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The DEAF CULTURE CENTRE, a project of the Canadian Cultural Society of the
Deaf, celebrates Deaf life. Open to the public and rooted in the Deaf community;, it
provides a visually engaging and award winning space located in Toronto’s Distillery
Historic District. Featuring a museum, art gallery, gift shop, multimedia studio,
archives and special event facilities, we promote Deaf culture, visual and performing

arts, artists and education. Please visit our website and virtual museum at
www.deafculturecentre.ca available in ASL, LSQ English and French.










THEME:

CAPTURE THE MOVEMENTS
OF SIGN AND DANCE




AVA CARDINALLI HILTERMANN is a young Deaf woman with interests in the arts and
photography. She grew up with strong artistic influences from family members. Ava spent most
of her childhood in the countryside near Belleville until her family moved to the Toronto area in
her teens. Ava recently moved to Calgary to marry her husband, Mark Hiltermann. Ava
pursued her interests, studying graphic advertising arts at the Rochester Institute of

Technology in Rochester, N.Y. where she graduated with an associate degree in 2000. Her work
has been shown in galleries and art shops in Ontario for the past ten years. She plans to continue
to exhibit her work in her new home, Calgary.
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It was a wonderful experience working with the famous photographer Cylla von

Tiedemann. The dancers who modeled for my photograph series were from the Canadian
National Ballet Company. Those models patiently copied my body language. I directed them to
just be comfortable with their skill, preferred poses and moves; they did topless poses or prima
ballerina poses in the style that is normally done in theatre. I captured them by using a k1000

Pentax manual drive film camera with a few rolls of black and white film. I had the camera set
up in slow motion to freeze frames, with a tripod stand in a large studio and a grey projector
for the background. I tried to catch just the right moment as they moved their bodies into
dynamic poses.




JOLANTA LAPIAK is an American Sign Language (ASL) literary and media artist, narrator,
and poet in video, performance art, photography, digital art and text. Born and raised
multiculturally, she has lived in Canada, the U.S. and Europe. Her works challenge
phonocentric traditions of written work and poetry. Jolanta explores ASL using a unique blend
of choreography, calligraphy, poetry, and storytelling. Her works are influenced by Japanese art

(calligraphy, specifically) and inspired by French philosopher Jacques Derrida. Jolanta received
her MFA in Media Arts from NSCAD University, Halifax, Nova Scotia in 2007. She has
presented, exhibited, and performed nationally and internationally.
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a splendid flash of concrete poetry, 2007
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there is no outside of the text (jacques derrida), 2007




My photograph-based works “Photospeaking and/or Photowriting” are produced as
concertina (accordion book art) and transformed into Japanese style framed images. The
images are what I call “ASL photocalligraphy” The ASL photocalligraphy series traces ASL text.
Each ASL photocalligraphy image is the capture of ASL movement on camera. The movement
is based on a translation from a selected English phrase or quote. Through my works, I explore

the parallel between Japanese calligraphy in the written form and ASL “calligraphy” that can
be seen in ASL poetryOrganic lines based on movement in the photocalligraphy images show
a variety of thickness and speed, similar to Japanese calligraphy. The original photocalligraphy
pieces are with a black background and bluish light foreground. They are then inverted to form
a white background and dark foreground.




KELLY SIMPSON left her work as a federal museum technician after 19 years to pursue her
passion for photography & oil painting. Her hobby turned into a business quite naturally as
more & more people asked for her services & expertise. She loves being able to create
something that captures genuine personality, emotion & beauty. Her style is relaxed & causal.
She shoots on-location, most often outdoors, & uses exclusively natural light; She strives to
capture the personalities of people in their natural environments.

Gallery: www.kellysimpsonphotograpghy.com
Contact: KLSimpson7@gmail.com
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I was freelancing as a photographer at the opening gala of the DEAF CULTURE CENTRE. I
saw these guys with their strong facial expressions as they conversed in ASL. The particular
words they were saying and the way they expressed them had to be captured — I caught them

just at the right moment.




MIGUEL AGUAYO is an imaging artist in Toronto, Ontario Canada. His work is a mixture of
images, colours and abstracts that are created through multimedia magic that transcend the
parameters of traditional photography. Over the years, Miguel's art has been displayed as part
of the 2005 Toronto International Deaf Film and Arts Festival; in the 2007 Abilities Arts
Festival, and in the 2009 CONTACT Toronto Photography Festival. Miguel studied

photography at Joseph's School of Imaging in Chicago and has furthered his training through
the Imaging Arts Program at Ryerson University.
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Untitled, 2010 Untitled, 2010
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Untitled, 2010 Untitled, 2010
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Spirit Dancers is a study of figure, motion, colour, and contrast.




THEME:

Embed signs and fingerspelling playfully




DENNY GUINN is a fine art landscape and nature photographer, is a native of Southern
Ontario in Milton, Ontario where he resides. Early on, he developed a love of photography,
mostly of landscapes and nature, packing along a 35mm camera during his explorations of the
surrounding woods and wild animals. He has studied art, photography, and 3-D digital
animation. His photography interest began as a hobby when Guinn was a teenager. He learned

Photoshop while studying 3D animation and realized that he could integrate handshapes with
animals and nature scenes.

He founded Digital Hands Photography and Film to express his imagination through digital art.
Working in the Games Industry for three years, Denny was part of the team that created games
for X-Box, PlayStation II, and PC. His talent lies in photo artistry and image integration. His
website is www.digitalhands.ca
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DENNY GUINN

FIrsT LIGHT OF SumMER

First Morning Light, 2006




Several hands overlap gently to create a swan.

When the early morning sun rays enter the tree’s branches, the hand-birds flap their wings and

fly through the light rays. I wanted this photo to evoke a warm feeling.




DONNA FANO was born Deaf and attended public school in Alberta. She majored in Fine
Arts at the University of Calgary focusing on ceramics, painting, printmaking, and
photography. After receiving her teaching certificate in the arts, she headed out to Ontario,
where she taught at the Sir James Whitney School for the Deaf for thirty years. Teaching Deaf
students was her passion. Photography, Fine Arts and Computers were her strongest subjects.

She loved the challenge of manipulating and combining digital imagery using photo-editing
software. Now retired, she is a member of the Photo-Nat Club (a nature photography club in
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The Awesome Power of Imagination, 2010
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Colour Me Lily, 2010
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Temptation, 2010




There’s a unique story behind another story in this photograph. For my De’VIA photographs,
several Deaf people suggested using hands to represent animals or plants. I thought of
selecting some of my hundreds of beautiful shots of flowers from our garden that never cease
to delight me. I then asked several students at Sir James Whitney School in Belleville to model

for me to create the hands in the flowers. In this instance, Brittany Gillies-Hamilton chose the
pretty pink tulips from among my photographs and I painted her hands to match the tulips
using tempera paints. As I was working with the photo, Coming of Spring on the computer, I
accidentally inserted the photo of Brittany. Seeing the two photos merged, I was struck by the
imagination of mother nature who creates beautiful works and of we humans as we come up
with ideas from endless depths.




This was a challenging photo for me as I had to shoot the hands from the same source of
light so the shadows would all fall in the same direction. That meant standing over top
of the model and shooting from above. By looking at the photo of the flower, Makayla
Cobb, also a student at Sir James Whitney School, chose her preferred flower photo and
together we matched the same position with her hands. Thus, I was able to get a close
likeness to the lily. Matching the pattern of the flower called for more detailed painting
of her hands. The lily elicits delight in the beautiful patterns and colours it possesses. So
too, hands are beautiful as is our sign language.

[ feel that my photos reveal appreciation of beauty, isolation and renewal, but I wanted to
add a touch of humour in this photo. My Persian cat, whom I adopted from my
youngest daughter, was fascinated by the tropical fish my husband has. He will crouch
with his eyes intensely focused on prey which he can never catch. He feels he is invisible
to the fish and awaits any chance to pounce on them. His mouth waters each time he sits
and watches them. Good thing there are lids on all the fish tanks or the numbers would
quickly decline!




JANIS CRIPPS is a Deaf artist with a BFA in Film and Animation at Rochester Institute of
Technology. She has toured with Dangerous Signs, a Deaf performance arts troupe, for several
years with whom she danced, performed ASL songs, and comedy skits. Janis is a K-12
Technology teacher at Arizona School for the Deaf and the Blind, teaching a wide-range of
technology from keyboarding to graphic designs/photography to film and video. In her free

time, Janis produces photography, photography arts, and eye music videos.




Jana: photo of a blue flower made
out of the letters ], A, N, A,

her friend, 2011

JANIS CRIPPS




Eric: photo of an elephant made out of

the letters E, R, I, C, her friend, 2010

JANIS CRIPPS




Gracie: photo of a ballerina made
out of the letters G, R, A, C, I, E,
her friend, 2010
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Hoffmann: photo of a piano and
music notes made out of the letters
H,O,EEM, A, N, N,

her daughter’s good friend, 2011

JANIS CRIPPS
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Aaron: photo of a guitar made out of the
letters A, A, R, O, N, her friend, 2010

JANIS CRIPPS




Janis: photo of a flower, clouds,
grass, and sun made out of her

name J, A, N, I, S, 2010

JANIS CRIPPS




Raine-art: photo of a rainbow,
raindrops, clouds, grass, and
flowers made out of the letters

R, A, I, N, E using her daughters
hands, 2010

JANIS CRIPPS




Sara-art: photo of a pink/
purple flower made out of the
letters S, A, R, A, her friend,
2010
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Susie: photo of a red flower made
out of the letters S, U, S, I, E,
her friend, 2010
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To show the beauty of American Sign Language I created photo art entirely with
alphabet handshapes.




THEME:

Explore photography as social commentary
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Deaf Among Hearing, 2010




This photo has many interpretations. What meaning does it have for you?




TRISTAN KONG graduated from E.C. Drury Secondary School for the Deaf in Milton,
Ontario. He is currently at Loyalist College in Belleville, Ontario where he is majoring in
Photojournalism. Tristan was born Deaf and uses American Sign Language. Tristan has
received awards for his images in 2008 and 2009 in SkyWritings Magazine (a featured magazine
of Air Jamaica). In 2008, one of his images was selected for Silent Auction as part of the Snap!

Competition in support of HIV/AIDS. In 2010, the Ontario Deaf Foundation selected one of
his images for publication in the 2011 Deaf Ontario Community Calendar.

www.tkongphotography.com
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My Deaf Life 01, 2010
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My Deaf Life 03, 2010
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My Deaf Life 04, 2010
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My Deaf Life 05, 2010
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My Deaf Life 06,2010




Victoria Soo Lum, 19, is a Deaf young woman, with dreams. Her eyes allow her to live every day and
chase her dream. She communicates with everyone - with her eyes. She uses American Sign Language
(ASL).

Victoria Soo Lum, 19, holds a whiteboard in Toronto that says, “No one accepts me because I

am Deaf” She believes she deserves the same rights as everyone. The world does not always welcome her
rights [sign language and culture] and they often have the wrong assumptions about Deaf people.

The escalator and stairs are metaphors for climbing the ladder of success. Victoria is sitting at the
bottom while those around her climb the ladder with ease or fail but know they would climb easily without
barriers again.

Victoria Soo Lum, 19, is a member of the Deaf community. While eating dinner with hearing family or
friends she often feels left out. Language is the key to understanding. Soo Lum wants to understand and
communicate [sign] with her hearing family and friends too.




VINCENT CHAUVET grew up in sunny Alberta and attended the Alberta School for the Deaf
(ASD). He graduated from Gallaudet University and obtained his Masters degree in Teaching
ASL from Western Maryland College. Currently he is Department Head of ASL & Deaf Studies
at Vancouver Community College where he has been employed for 15 years. Upon graduation
from Gallaudet University, he became an active in advocacy and culture in the Alberta and

British Columbia Deaf communities. Vincent’s interest in photography was piqued while he was
a young student at ASD. After graduating from Gallaudet University, he rekindled his
photography pastime. His photography specialty is outdoor scenes, which are less likely to be
manipulated by humans. He also enjoys the challenge of creating a storyline inspired by images
from nature.
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Stand of a Little Giant, 2010




When I walked by a tree in the garden and saw sticks shaping its branches, creating a desired
form, it reminded me of the speech therapy I had endured in my youth. The therapists thought
that they could manipulate the tongues, mouths and breathing of Deaf children, and could
produce “speaking” individuals to conform to society’s expectations.

When [ saw that little seedling in front of a giant Douglas Fir, I thought of the great Deaf
Canadians who stood up before an uneducated society. They paved the way for all of us - Deaf
Canadians. Those trailblazers deserve remembrance and honor for their work: Alex Brodie,
Maureen Donald, Doug Ferguson, Charmaine Letourneau, Rupert Williams, Rachel Christie,
Archibald Wright, Bruce Jack, Samuel Greene, Duncan MacLellan, Reverend Brother
Joseph-Marie Young, Thomas Widd, Raymond Dewar, Flora Clark, Marven Spence, David
Peikoff, Marshall Wick, Forrest Nickerson, Angela Stratiy, Guy Gosselin, Ron Fee . . . and so it
continues.
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